CHAPTER VE
THE PERIOD OF THE LAND REVOLUTION
'THE forty years which followed 1848 are the least
fertile period of the nineteenth century in respect of
Irish literature, yet within them lies almost all the best of
Ferguson's work ; and W, B. Yeats, editing an anthology
of Irish verse in 1898, gave it as his opinion that" Conary "
was the best Irish poem*
I cannot agree with that judgment; and yet in many
ways Ferguson seems to rank above Mangan, the most
accepted of his contemporaries. There is sinew in his
work; there is always a noble seriousness, and a far-
sweeping command of imagery. But his verse always
lacked something of the singing quality; he never enchants
the ear as Mangan could do; and never at any time do
words with him take fire as they do in " Dark Kosaleen,"
There is further this significant difference. Mangan, so
much the weaker nature, had an amazing power of adapta-
tion, and caught both the spirit and die accent of Irish
poetry; he renders not only die words but the very soul of
the poem. Ferguson, on the other hand, is to my thinking
always at his best when he is most certainly himself; best
of all perhaps in his " Lament for Thomas Davis/* written
in 1845* Yet his chief value to Irish literature is that he
spent his life in an attempt to familiarize the mind of
English-speaking Ireland with the mythology and the
legendary history which ky behind all literature in the
Irish tongue.
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